
 
REGISTRATION PROCESS FOR OVERSEAS TRAINED PHARMACISTS IN AUSTRALIA 
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Is the applicant eligible for the APC Process? 
i.e. holds an approved pharmacy qualification following at least 4 years* full time academic study which entitles holder to apply for registration in country of training. 

* 3 years prior to 2006 

Yes No, deemed ineligible 

No Yes 

Stream A Stream B 

Applicant achieves satisfactory score  

at the one sitting in English test. 
(Applicants who completed secondary education and tertiary 

pharmacy studies in the English language in South Africa may be 

granted an exemption from the English test) 

Applicant sits Knowledge Assessment of 
Pharmaceutical Sciences (KAPS) (has 2 years to pass 
both papers after successful completion of one paper). 

*English results must be valid 
*Successful KAPS result valid for 4 years for APC 

purposes 

Applicant sits  
Competency Assessment of Overseas Pharmacists 

(CAOP) 
 

*Successful CAOP result valid for 2 years for APC 
purposes 

Fail 
(Unlimited Attempts) 

 

Applicant applies for provisional registration with the 
Pharmacy Board of Australia 

 

Applicant applies for provisional registration with the 
Pharmacy Board of Australia 

 

Pharmacy Board of Australia considers application for registration 

and conducts a criminal history check 

Does the applicant satisfy all of the following requirements: 
1. Holds a qualification from an accredited institution in a country or jurisdiction recognised by APC 

a. and in which there is a legislative basis for registration/licensure of pharmacists; 
 b. and in which the practice of pharmacy is considered by APC to be substantially comparable to Australia; 
 c. and in which the level of competency required to practice pharmacy is considered to be substantially comparable to Australia; 
 d. and which has accreditation of tertiary institutions offering pharmacy degrees as approved by APC; 
  or in which the pharmacy qualification is from an institution individually accredited by APC. 
2. Holds a current registration to practice as a pharmacist in a country recognised by APC (as above) and 
3. Certificates of good standing have been provided from all jurisdictions in which the applicant has been registered at any time over the past 10 years, and 

4.  Holds a current first aid certificate from a valid issuer in either Australia or a country or jurisdiction recognised by the APC. 

Fail 

(1
st

 Attempt) 

Fail 

(2
nd

 Attempt) 

Pass 

Satisfactory completion of the following: 
 

 a period of supervised practice in a pharmacy in 
Australia 

 an internship program  

 a written examination  

 an oral examination 

 current satisfactory English language test results 

Satisfactory completion of the following: 
 

 a period of supervised practice of not less than 152 
hours in a pharmacy in Australia 

 an oral examination 

Pass 


